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Batchman retiring after 37 years

Lincoln Junior/Senior High School Secretary, Charlene Batchman, is retiring after working in the position for 37 years.  Batchman has worked in two different building un-
der 11 different principals.   (photo by Joseph Foulke)

Charlene Batchman has been the secretary 
of LJSHS for 37 consecutive years. 
Batchman started out as a fill in for one of 
the secretaries that was out for six weeks 
due to surgery. When the other secretary 
came back after her surgery, she quit; the 
school district then offered Charlene the 
job. Batchman has been here ever since—
working at two different buildings under 11 

different principals. 
“I’ve seen a lot of things, I’ve been 

through a lot of changes but I still love the 
kids,” Batchman said. 

The most drastic changes over the years 
include switching from typewriters to 
computers and federal and state regulations. 

“Back then if a kid was crying you could 
go up and hug them,” Batchman said. “Now 
you dare not touch a kid.”

Batchman has been through about 1200 
students in her 37 years. Some of the craziest 

memories she has are when the seniors had a 
slumber party on the football field and when 
an eighth grader went into labor and she 
couldn’t find anyone. Another interesting 
story was when students replaced a science 
teacher’s white pet mouse with a field 
mouse, which made him very upset. 

Looking back, if she could have chosen 
a different job, Batchman said, “If I 
were young enough to do it, I’d be a 911 
dispatcher. I love the excitement.”

“I have worked with some very special 

people and made some lifelong friends,” 
Batchman said. “I learned a lot from the 
students and the staff I worked with. I have 
seen kids come to school every day when 
I couldn’t imagine what they were living 
through. Like I said, I love the kids and will 
miss them. Teenagers are special people and 
I have loved working with them.”

After retiring, Batchman plans on 
spending time in Texas with her daughter 
and her son in Missouri. 

Cassandra Aleshire

Opinions Editor

Students say what 
they will miss 
about the Seniors

The class of 2017’s class photo  (courtesy photo)

How does school funding work?

This year, Lincoln Jr./Sr. High School (LJSHS) has four 
faculty/staff members who are retiring this year. Of these 
four are Dalen Rathbun, science teacher, and Amy Crouse, 
school counselor. Rathbun has been teaching at Lincoln for 
the past 4 years. Crouse has been the school counselor at 
LJSHS for the past 2 years.

Rathbun has taught at Lincoln seven years: his first three 
years and his last four years. He has taught or worked at 
schools for a total of 35 years; working at Ell-Saline for 19 
years and Bennington for 10 years. Rathbun has also been 
a coach for basketball, track, and assistant football coach. 

“I am a teacher because of the coaching,” Rathbun said. 
“I love the interaction and watching athletes develop. I 
have also made a lot of lifetime friends which I cherish 
immensely. I am going to miss that interaction and those 
relationships.”

Rathbun plans to do some traveling as well as some 
improvement to his houses after he retires. 

“I am at the age to get government benefits that I have 
paid into all my life, so I think it is time to start collecting 
those benefits,” Rathbun said. “I will miss the interacting 
with the students and faculty. I have been doing this for a 
long time so it becomes a part of your life.  It has been good 
to me and I enjoy working with students as it is a challenge. 
I have made many lifetime acquaintances and it is great to 
see them grow up to be successful.”

Crouse has been working in schools since 2000; She has 
only worked at Lincoln Jr./Sr. High School for two years as 
the school counselor. Crouse worked at the Winfield school 
district longer than any other district. She also worked in 
Mulvane Middle School, Wakefield School, and Junction 
City High School. 

“I will miss many people, students, teachers, and staff in 
Lincoln,” Crouse said. “I am thankful I had the opportunity 
to be here the last two years.”

Crouse plans to spend more time in her church and with 
family members after she retires.

“I will have more time to participate in my church, 
visiting family members who live outside of Kansas, and 
traveling with my husband,” Crouse said.

Macy Winters and 
Marissa Winters

Staff Writers

Crouse and 
Rathbun to retire

School funding in Kansas 
is something that many 
people are confused by.  With 
all of the misconceptions 
that are developed from 
groups and the media, lots 
of opinions are developed.  
These opinions can make 
it hard for school districts 
to explain how school 
financing actually works in 
Kansas and how the current 
system isn’t successful.

In this article, I’m going 
to explain how the current 
school funding system 
works, what the future 
funding system could be, 
what the most common 
misconceptions are, what 
some parents and teachers 
opinions are, and what our 
state representatives think 
of the current school finance 
system.

How does the current 
school funding system 
work?

In March of 2015, 
Governor Sam Brownback 
signed the school block 
grant funding bill.  This was 
done because Brownback 
and the state legislature 
thought that the school 
funding formula at the time 
was “too complicated.”  So, 
with the new block grant 
system, the amount of 
money that school districts 
would receive each school 
year would be based off of 
the student enrollment from 
the 2014-15 school year.  

In the Lincoln school 

district (USD 298), the 
yearly amount of money that 
is received from the state is 
$2,461,029.  This amount 
of money is strictly for 
General Fund account.  This 
account is one of three main 
accounts that USD 298 has; 
with the Capital Outlay and 
Contingency Fund accounts 
being the other two.  

The General Fund 
account is an account that is 
mostly used for the salaries 
of all classified and certified 
staff, but is also used for 
some everyday expenses.  
Part of the money that USD 
298 receives for this account 
comes from the Local 
Option Budget (LOB).  
LOB money is money 
that comes from taxes.  In 
Kansas, school districts can 
receive state aid on LOB 
money; however, USD 298 
cannot receive state aid on 
the money received because 
the district is considered a 
wealthy district; this being 
due to the oil pipeline that 
runs through the district - 
which made the district’s 
assessment go up $11 
million.

Kansas school district 
Capital Outlay accounts are 
accounts that are basically a 
“bricks and mortar” account.  
This means that it is money 
that can be used only on 
things such as car repairs, 
buying buses, repairing 
the roofs, or buying new 
computers.  With the 
block grant system, school 
districts are also allowed to 
pay their custodians with 

this account.  The state 
legislature allows this to 
happen because they know 
that the General Fund 
account is the only money 
that school district’s have.  
Other than the exception 
of paying custodians, 
school districts cannot 
spend money on anything 
other that something that is 
“bricks and mortar” related.

USD 298’s Contingency 
Fund account is kind of 
like a “rainy day” fund and 
is somewhat like a savings 
account.  $250,000 is put 
into this account.  Unlike 
the first two accounts 
mentioned, not all school 
districts in Kansas have 
a Contingency Fund; 
although, with the way the 
unstable block grant system 
is set up, it is smart to do 
so; as you know that your 
district is going to be cut 
money.  For example, just in 
the middle of the past year, 
USD 298 lost $148,000 
alone in LOB money due 
to the court’s ruling that the 
money that the district was 
receiving was inadequate.

Building up the Capital 
Outlay and Contingency 
Fund accounts has been 
hard for USD 298 because 
of the year-to-year budget 
cuts.

What could the future 
school funding system be 
like? 

The current school block 
grant system is set to end 
on June 30; and because 
the Kansas State Supreme 
Court yet again ruled that 

it was an inadequate school 
funding system, the Kansas 
legislature has to come up 
with a new way to fund 
schools.  One funding 
system that was introduced 
to the Kansas House of 
Representatives in March 
is discussed in House Bill 
(HB) 2410.

If HB 2410 were to pass, 
USD 298 would lose nearly 
$114,000 from its General 
Fund account because of it 
being based of the student 
count.  Of this $114,000 
cut would be a reduction 
to bilingual state aide, a 
complete loss of at-risk 
state aid - which is $135 per 
student, and a loss of Career 
Technical Education (CTE) 
class funding.  CTE classes 
are government funded 
classes that help prepare 
students for college or 
their choice of career.   HB 
2410 would also reduce the 
statewide amount of money 
allowed for transportation 
by $4.3 million.

The passing of HB 2410 
would be tough on USD 
298 and could create large 
problems.

What are some common 
misconceptions of school 
funding in Kansas?

First, the amount of 
money school districts 
receive...When the block 
grant system was put into 
place, Governor Brownback 
wanted to make it appear as 
though the state was giving 
more money to the schools.  
KPERS is a state 

see FUNDING, pg. 3 

Dylan Babcock

Editor-in-Chief
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News Brief Around the World
North America

 

- The Trump Administration fired FBI Di-
rector James Comey.  It is expected that his 
replacement will be announced by late next 
week.

South America

 

- A fire in Managua, Nicaragua destroyed 
part of Mercado Oriental, one of the biggest 
markets in Central America.

Australia

 

- It is said that Neil Prakash, Australia’s most 
wanted jihadist, is likely to be extradited 
from Turkey within the next few months.

Africa

 

- The World Health Organization declared 
that there is an Ebola outbreak in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo.

Middle East

 

- Eight princesses from United Arab Emir-
ates are on trial in Brussels for trafficking 
and abusing servants during a stay there.

Europe

 

- Emmanuel Macron, 39, promised to restore 
France’s global standing, as he was inaugu-
rated as the country’s youngest president.

Asia

 

- The Chinese government is investing bil-
lions of dollars in an ambitious economic 
plan to rebuild ports, roads and rail networks.

member KSPA, JEA

The Leopard Prowl is published by Lincoln High 
journalism students approximately eight times during

the school year.
The Leopard Prowl is primarily an educational tool, 
with its first goal being the training of staff members 
in newspaper production. Its second obligation is to 

its readers, the students of Lincoln Junior Senior High 
School. Efforts are made to meet the needs of community 

members.
School and local events will be covered as possible by 

staff members. Due to the limits of staff time and the fact 
that The Leopard Prowl is produced by students, some 

events may not be covered as thoroughly as mature 
readers would like.

National and international news will be part of the 
publication as related to LJSHS students.

The Leopard Prowl is an open forum for student 
expression. Opinions printed in The Leopard Prowl do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the student body 

as a whole, nor of the staff, faculty or administration.
Editorial topics will be chosen by the staff members.

Letters to the editor should not exceed 250 words. 
Unsigned letters to the editor will not be accepted by 

the staff. The editorial staff withholds the right to publish 
letters and to edit letters as needed to prepare them for 

publication. The staff will not publish materials which are 
obscene, libelous or invasive of privacy of others.

Community service projects will be sought and 
undertaken by the newspaper when possible.

Staff members are journalism students. Students are 
encouraged to learn responsibility, cooperation, self-

reliance and dependability in a supervised school 
situation.

Letters to the editor can be sent to: 
journalism@usd298.com

QUESTION OF THE 
ISSUE FOR THE STAFF

What is your least favorite part 
about summer? Why?

Staff Writers:
Katlin Brummer, Abrialle Campbell, 
Emma Corpstein, Kathryn Detmer, 

Payton Emmert, Tia Hayworth, 
Preston Howard, Bristol McBride, 

Zach Obermueller, Michele Steinborn, Carson Walter, 
Macy Winters,  Marissa Winters and Kaile Young

LPThe Leopard Prowl

Dylan Babcock - Editor-in-Chief
“My least favorite part about summer 
is the heat that comes with it.  I can 
tolerate the 70’s or so; but once it gets 
hotter than that, I don’t like it.”

Amanda Wollesen - Managing 
Editor

“I hate how hot and dry it gets, I love 
colder weather, snow, and rain.”

Hunter Meier - News Editor
“When the temperature becomes 103 
degrees and you are about to die.”

Cassandra Aleshire - Opinions 
Editor

“My least favorite part of summer is 
when it ends. I have so many things to 

do but so little time to do it.”

Tyler Keathley - Features Editor
“Don’t have one. Summer is hands 
down the best season.”

Allison Crist - Sports Editor
“Being bored, I like having things to 

do.”

Joseph Foulke - Photo Editor
“The heat because I hate sweating, I 
prefer jacket weather.”

Brittney Heald - Social Media 
Director

“My least favorite part about summer 
are the days that drag on when I am at 

work and no one shows up to the pool.”

Tanner O’Bannon - Extras Editor
“My least favorite part about the 
summer is how much I work; I don’t 
think I’m good at managing work and 
friends. I always feel like I spend too 
much time working.”

Jason Curtis - Adviser
“My least favorite part about the 

summer is the heat.”

Forensics team compete at state; 
State Champions in Duet, Poetry

On May 6, members of the Lincoln 
High School (LHS) Forensics Team 
competed in the 2A State Tournament 
at Bishop Carroll High School in 
Wichita, KS. For many, this was 
their first time competing at the state 
tournament. The team travelled to 
Wichita on May 5 to get the building 
ready for the tournament as LHS was 
again the host of the tournament. 

Overall, Lincoln placed 12th out 
42 schools; with Libby Huskey being 
awarded first place in poetry and Faith 
Panzer and Huskey being awarded first 
place in their duet.

In its program history, the LHS 
Forensics team has placed fourth five 
times, third two times, and second one 
time at the state tournament. 

The following are answers from 
a questionaire given to the state 
qualifiers BEFORE the tournament:

Q: What events did you qualify for 
the state tournament?

Katlin Brummer (Sophomore)- 
Prose

Macy Squires (Sophomore)- Prose 
and Poetry

Preston Howard (Freshman)- 
Inform

Libby Huskey (Sophomore)- Duet 
Acting with Faith Panzer, Improvised 
Duet Acting with Faith Panzer and 
Poetry (competed in poetry and duet 
at state)

Dylan Babcock (Junior)- Prose and 
Duet Acting with Maruby McQueen

Maruby McQueen (Junior)- Duet 
Acting with Dylan Babcock

Emma Corpstein (Sophomore)- 

Serious Solo
Faith Panzer (Senior)- Duet Acting 

with Libby Huskey, Improvised Duet 
Acting with Libby Huskey and Poetry 
(competed in poetry and duet at state)

Note: Amanda Wollesen also 
qualified her Inform for the state 
tournament; however, she competed at 
the state journalism contest since both 
of the events occur on the same day. 

Q: Is this your first time qualifying 
for State?

Katlin Brummer- Yes
Macy Squires- Yes
Preston Howard- Yes
Libby Huskey- No
Dylan Babcock- No
Maruby McQueen- No
Emma Corpstein- Yes
Faith Panzer- No
Q: What are your feelings about 

State?
Katlin Brummer- I’m excited, but 

nervous, because I don’t want to make 
a fool of myself.

Macy Squires- I’m excited to show 
them what I got.

Preston Howard- I’m super ready 
for this. I’ve been waiting to do 
forensics since 7th grade and I can’t 
wait to go do what I love with my team.

Libby Huskey- I’m very excited but 
pretty nervous because their is a lot of 
tough competition; but, ready to score 
some points. I’m also sad because we 
don’t have a full team.

Dylan Babcock- I’m excited to 
perform at state.

Maruby McQueen- I’m excited. 
Emma Corpstein- I’m excited to go 

to state because I have worked really 
hard the past couple of months.

Faith Panzer- I’m always nervous 
to perform, whether it be a regular 

meet or state.
Q: What are you most excited about 

in State?
Katlin Brummer- I’m excited to 

compete with my team and the whole 
experience.

Macy Squires- I’m excited to meet 
new people.

Preston Howard- I’m excited to 
perform and to show how much effort I 
put in; but, also just to make memories 
with my team.

Libby Huskey- I’m excited to do a 
duet with Faith. 

Dylan Babcock- I’m excited to 
perform my duet with Maruby. 

Maruby McQueen- I’m excited for 
the experience. 

Emma Corpstein- I’m excited to 
make memories.

Faith Panzer- I’m excited to stay in 
a hotel with my friends and to see how 
my duet with Libby does.

Q: What do you want to accomplish 
at this year’s state tournament?

Katlin Brummer- I want to get 
better and learn more about forensics.

Macy Squires- I want to slow down 
my piece.

Preston Howard- I don’t know for 
sure.

Libby Huskey- I want to break 
finals or semifinals.

Dylan Babcock- I want to go to 
semifinals with at least my duet.

Maruby McQueen- I want to calm 
down my nerves.

Emma Corpstein- I want to perform 
at the best of my ability. 

Faith Panzer- I’m hopeful in how 
Libby and I will do in our duet. I think 
we have a chance to make it to finals. 

Emma Corpstein and 
Preston Howard

Staff Writers

Journalism students traveled to The University of 
Kansas to compete in the 2017 Kansas Scholas-
tic Press Association State Contest.  Lincoln High 
School finished in fifth place in 2A.   (courtesy photo)

Congratulations to the following State 
Journalism individual placers:

Dylan Babcock - Second place in News Page Design
Kathryn Detmer - Second place in Editorial Cartoon
Cassandra Aleshire - Third place in Editorial Cartoon

Zach Obermueller - Third place in Sports Writing
Amanda Wollesen - Third place in Editorial Writing

Tia Hayworth - Honorable Mention in Photo Illustration
Tyler Keathley and Tanner O’Bannon - Honorable

Mention in Yearbook Theme 
Tanner O’Bannon - Honorable Mention in Copy Editing
Carson Walter - Honorable Mention in Feature Writing
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Classroom 
Corner

Class: Advanced (Senior) P.E.   Teacher: Shari Pittenger
What’s Going on Here: Students of the Advanced P.E. class travelled to Wichita to go to a 

trampoline park.

“I took advanced P.E. because I get to play games like dodge ball with my friends that we hav-
en’t played in years.” - Bjorn Jonsson

“I took advanced P.E. because it sounded like fun.” - Hunter Zier

“I took the advanced P.E. class because I heard that all of my classmates were doing it so I 
thought I would try it for a second time after dropping it the first time.” - Elisabeth Hopper

The senior class poses for a picture at the trampoline 
park that they travelled to for Advanced P.E. 
Back row (L-R): Thomas Rojas, Nathan Feldkamp, 
Tyler Keathley, Bjorn Jonsson, August Walter, Hunter 
Zier, Braden Mahin, Trenton Hachmeister, and Tyler 
Hachmeister
Front row (L-R): Laura Marinhagen, Tanner O’Ban-
non, Faith Panzer, Brittney Heald, Tia Hayworth, 
Brittany White, and Elisabeth Hopper
(photo by Shari Pittenger) 

Funding (From Page 1)

Teachers and Staff offer advice to Seniors:
Mrs. Batchman: This is a time of life where you can really 
figure out who you are. Try new things, meet as many new 
people as you can and remember you can learn from every-
one you meet. Get a good education, set goals and enjoy 
your life!

Mr. Crist: Always believe in yourself and your god-given 
abilities. Never give up. “Success is the ability to go from 
failure without losing your enthusiasm.” - Sir Winston 
Churchill. 

Mrs. Flinn: Always live life to the fullest. Things can be 
taken away as quickly as they were given. Work hard every 
day, you and only you can guide your future. Set your goals 
high and give yourself  every opportunity in life. 

Mrs. Holeman: No hay corona sin lucha. 

Mr. Lange: Measure twice, cut once. Always stay on the 
level and plumb; and remember to strive for excellence 
because there is no such thing as perfection.

Mr. Rathbun: When you take the next step, you will have 
many new things to learn that school never taught you. 
Remember to always give 100% effort in everything you do! 
That will help you in every area of study of work and when 
you are enjoying life. Remember to treat people as you want 
to be treated. 

Mrs. Tagtmeyer: The real world is waiting; are you pre-
pared? Become the person the world is waiting for. Be ready 
for all the new experiences that are coming your way. Be 
smart, don’t be stupid. Start your job search, it is never too 
soon. YOUR world is waiting. Congratulations!

Mrs. Walter: Don’t be afraid to fail. Failure is part of grow-
ing and it guides insight to who you are. Never let it defeat 
you - get up and become better because of it. Open your 
mind and explore options you never thought were possible. 
You might find your passion. 

Mrs. Wirth: My thoughts to share with the class of 2017 
are the words of Bill Gates…“Life is not fair and you should 
not have everything your parents have. You have to work for 
it.” 

Mrs. Wolting: Always keep a smile on your face. It not 
only will make others days better but your’s too! Lend a 
helping hand to others in need, even if they are a stranger. 
Keep your chin up when life gets hard and always strive to 
do your best in everything. 

Mr. Wolting: Remember that in life there will be ups and 
downs - take them in stride and keep working toward your 
goal. There will also be those out there that are critical to 
what you do. Keep in mind that Theodore Roosevelt once 
said, “It is not the critic who counts but the man who is actu-
ally in the arena who knows the triumph to high achieve-
ment and who if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly.”

Ms. Young: Do try new things. Don’t be afraid to mess up, 
but always try! Work hard, go to class, study, make good 
friends. They can last forever.  And BE patient; you have a 
lot of life in front of you; so lay the foundation and make it 
sturdy. 

Student Council says 
‘thank you’

Since March 30, Student Council (StuCo) 
members at Lincoln Junior/Senior High 
School (LJSHS) have been holding what 
they call “Thank You Thursdays.” On these 
Thursdays, members go around and thank 
the people who have made a difference 
to our school or community. These have 
happened every Thursday since March 30 
and continued through last Thursday, May 
11.

“I think that the students liked it,” 
Robertson said. It is always good to give 
back to your community and it just makes 
you feel good.” 

Robertson came up with the idea after 
talking to a friend from Hanover. 

“We need to thank those people who do a 
lot for the school,” Robertson said.

It was created to show appreciation for 
all the people who help out our school. 
It was also created for the students to see 
and learn appreciation for others. Some 
things that StuCo did were thanking the 
LJSHS students, bringing cookies to the 
county workers of Lincoln County, hosting 
a school clean-up day, making signs for 
Easter at Lincoln Park Manor and the 
Highrise, showing teacher appreciation, and 
eating with students at Lincoln Elementary 
School.

“The students randomly chose several 
ideas of ways to give back appreciation 
to others,” StuCo Sponsor Nikki Flinn 
said. “They then narrowed it down and 
assigned it to the rest of the Thursdays of 
the year. Since then, they planned on how to 
accomplish each one each week.”

Hunter Meier

News Editor

retirement pension plan that 
all classified and certified 
educational employees have 
to pay into; it is money 
that is build into a school 
district’s budget. The state 
sends this money to a school 
district’s account to make it 
look like they are paying 
them; however, the money 
practically instantly goes 
back to KPERS (the state).  
LOB money is also messed 
with. School districts used 
to collect LOB money, but 
don’t anymore. Instead, 
the money is sent to the 
state where they count it as 
part of their money.  After 
picking at this amount of 
money, the state then sends 
the money back to school 
district to make it look as 
though schools are receiving 
the money, but really aren’t.

Second, how school 

districts receive their 
funding...Funding payments 
from the state comes in 
specific payments. They are 
payments that are only to be 
an LOB payment, General 
Fund payment, Capital 
Outlay payment, etc.

Third, what money can 
be spent on what...Many 
people think that all of the 
money given to the schools 
can be spent on whatever; 
but, this isn’t true. When a 
school district receives their 
money, they have certain 
accounts that it is deposited 
into; accounts where you 
can only spend it on certain 
things, and only those 
certain things.

Fourth and Finally, do 
schools in Kansas have 
over expenditures...School 
districts cannot go out 
and spend extra money on 

anything that they want to; 
therefore they can’t have 
over expenditures.  This is 
why it is tough on school 
districts when the state 
makes cuts to their General 
Fund accounts; the schools 
have already accounted 
for the money that they are 
supposed to receive and 
then then the state comes 
in and takes portions of it 
away.  

What are some parents 
and teachers opinions on 
the current school block 
grant system?

The following are 
responses from a survey that 
was sent out to parents and 
teachers:

What are your opinions 
on the current Kansas 
school funding formula? 

Andrea Young- “I believe 
it see FUNDING, pg. 4  
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Unify the county
This won’t be the easiest thing 

to discuss or even point out, but I 
feel that there is a large divide in 
our county that has shown in some 
different events recently. There 
is the issue with the spending 
between the Lincoln and Sylvan-
Grove senior centers. Most 
recently, the problem of the Bond 
Election, which was mostly in the 
USD 298 District but had a larger 
effect on the whole county.

The senior center matter is pretty 
much over and done with, so I don’t 
want to bring up hard feelings 
again, but most of it seemed that 
it was simply, a misunderstanding. 
The people involved said such, 

and had many insulting things 
said to them. I don’t want to come 
off as someone who believes that 
everyone should be spreading 
smiles and rainbows all the time 
because I know that’s not how 
life works. Although, if some 
individuals in our communities 
could be a bit more understanding, 
instead of just pointing a finger 
and saying “It’s your fault, you’re 
to blame,” I think we’d get many 
more things done and our county 
might grow in more ways than we 
could imagine. 

As I previously stated, most 
recently there has been the 
controversy of the bond election. 
The bond election was brought up 
because both the high school and 
the grade school need substantial 

repairs and they both are in need 
of a tornado shelter. I feel that it 
is obvious that I, a student at the 
high school, would be in favor of 
it. I understand that many people 
reading this article may not be, to 
go, on the bond election is over 
and done with, along with the 
senior center issue, so there are 
just some points I would like to 
make for the future. First, adults 
in this community have taken the 
time to elect our school board, so 
why would we not trust them to do 
the best they can with our schools? 
Also, these board members don’t 
get any pay from doing this and 
yet they put in countless hours 
on trying to make sure that our 
schools are putting students first. I 
understand that many people didn’t 

go for it just because of the high 
cost but with all the manpower, 
regulations, and time that it would 
take to complete these renovations, 
I don’t think they were adding on 
much. The school board probably 
added a little bit for the unknown 
complications but as far as I know, 
they were asking the minimum 
that they could. I would also like 
to state that the school board is not 
some greedy corporate association 
out to make the most they can 
for themselves. Their funds are 
regulated by the state so they can’t 
just save millions of dollars in the 
bank without it being taken away.

I had the pleasure of attending 
the Chamber Dinner this February 
which promotes support of local 
businesses, to reach further past 

the support of our community’s 
ideas is to purchase from these 
companies. In addition, at the 
Chamber Dinner, there was an 
economic developer from Greeley 
County, KS. She discussed 
how in their county, they hold 
open-discussions and town hall 
meetings. She also said that yes, 
sometimes they have to have 
tough discussions about what their 
county needs to accomplish but 
when they have these discussions, 
they will listen to each other’s 
ideas. I think that maybe if our 
county held town hall meetings, 
then maybe we would be able to 
get more accomplished.

Amanda Wollesen

Managing Editor

Mixed feelings on the dress code
The dress code is a 

well-opinionated topic of 
students at Lincoln Junior/
Senior High School.  The 
code states that all students 
are required to wear clothes 
that are deemed appropriate 
for a learning environment. 
The teachers and faculty 
usually crack down more on 
students’ outfits when the 
weather is warmer.

“I’ve seen about ten 
people get dress coded this 
year,” Freshman Carson 
Walter said.

There are many aspects of 
how the dress code affects 

the way the students dress, 
but there’s also what the 
students think of the dress 
code.  Many girls get dress 
coded throughout the year 
because of their clothes.

“I’ve been dress coded 
for my athletic shorts, but I 
think that’s unfair because 
my arms are really long and 
they go by arm length for 
shorts,” Sophomore Aubry 
Donley said.

Of course, most types of 
athletic shorts are made to 
go up on the side.  This is 
what teachers go by; that 
little part and not from the 
front or back, so the girls 
with long arms can only 
wear shorts like basketball 

shorts.  Many girls see this 
as very unfair because this 
is one of the reasons why 
girls get dress coded more 
often than boys do.

“I think it’s sexist because 
when boys wear bro-tanks 
and cut-offs they don’t get 
in trouble, but if a girl’s 
shoulders are exposed, they 
have to miss school time to 
go change,” Junior Maruby 
McQueen said.

The girls in school have 
very strong opinions on the 
dress code, but they’re not 
the only ones. There are 
a few boys who also have 
concerns about the dress 
code.

“I think it’s just blown 

out of proportion and girls 
are just wearing outfits they 
like and I don’t see anything 
wrong with it,” Senior Tyler 
Keathley said.

There are students that 
agree with the dress code, 
just not entirely. All the 
students I interviewed said 
that they think the dress 
code applies more to girls 
than to boys.

“I think the dress code is 
necessary so guys can’t just 
wear bro-tanks to school 
and girls wearing super 
short cut shorts so everyone 
can be in a good learning 
environment,” Freshman 
Zach Obermueller said.

Tia Hayworth

Staff Writer

Where’s our 
enthusiasm?

This article may sound a bit too pessimistic, as it may 
be, but I feel that’s the best way to address this issue that I 
think we have in our school and community. I have noticed 
that both students and people in the community do not seem 
to show much pride in our school and I’m not just talking 
about showing up to athletic events.

First off, I would like to address the students in our school 
that do not seem to show respect to our academics. Now I’m 
not saying that all students do, I myself am certainly trying 
to be the best student academically and involve myself in as 
many things that I can. I am aware that there are many other 
students that do as well. There seems to be many students 
that just float through the halls from class to class, not doing 
their best, just doing what’s easiest. They’ll do whatever 
they can that will get them out of school as fast as possible 
so they can go home to watch TV or play videogames. 
Instead of putting in the extra time to get their work done, 
going to a sporting event to support our school teams, or 
putting forth more effort in the quality of their work. 

Now, I’d like to address the rest of the community, as well 
as some students, that don’t come to our extra curricular 
events. Regarding what I said previously stated, yes, there 
are students that don’t do much but there are also students 
that go above and beyond what is required. When you don’t 
support them in any way, shape, or form, you are basically 
saying that you don’t care about our students performing 
at all.

Finally, I’d like to address the students that don’t want 
to be involved in our school.  Lincoln Junior/Senior High 
School offers a good amount of extracurriculars for the size 
of school it is — from sports, to KAY club, to newspaper 
and yearbook, to forensics.  There are many things that 
you can participate in.  Why don’t you?  It’s hard for me 
to understand why you don’t.  These extracurriculars offer 
great life-lessons and may just change your attitude about 
things if you would participate in them.  

Amanda Wollesen

Managing Editor

Schools should know about 
student sex offenders

In the state of Kansas, students 
that have been convicted of a crime 
are not required to report their record 
to the school they are attending. We 
as citizens of the state need to make 
the decision: is privacy really more 
important than safety?  All this means 
is that at any given time we could 
be walking around with someone 
that could potentially cause us harm 
without even knowing it. Think about 

it, you could be best friends with 
someone who did a horrible thing 
and you’d never be the wiser. In our 
small community of Lincoln, Kansas 
we know everything about everyone, 
so, this problem hasn’t affected us 
directly. But just a 45 minute drive to 
Salina and the story changes. In bigger 
schools it’s easy to slide through the 
cracks; you may go to school with 
thousands of other students. How can 
parents feel safe knowing their child 
is walking around with criminals; 
some of which are convicted felons! I 

find myself asking what if something 
happened? History tends to repeat 
itself. 

If someone does something once, 
they are more likely to do it again. So 
why risk it? I’m not saying that we need 
to put those people on blast by telling 
the entire student body; but, at the 
least the superintendent of the district 
should be aware of the situation so 
they can make the decision if they are 
a threat to the other students’ safety. 

Cassandra Aleshire

Opinions Editor

Types of birth control; why we should use them
Birth control is the practice of preventing 

unwanted pregnancies, typically by use of 
contraception.

As many may know there are several 
different ways to prevent pregnancy. Most 
schools teach abstinence only and do not 
express the other ways to prevent pregnancy. 
If anyone hasn’t noticed, teaching abstinence 
only is not that effective, as teen pregnancy 
is on the rise. I feel if we inform teens about 
the different ways and allow easier access 
they would use it and be more weary of the 
repercussions. In this I will explain what the 
different types of birth control are, how they 
work, and how effective they are. 

I’d like to start out with the most effective 
forms of birth control first. All of the 
methods I will discuss have less than 1 
pregnancy per 100 women in a year. The 
two reversible methods are the Nexplanon 
implant and the IUD. The Nexplanon is 
a small toothpick size rod that is placed 
under the skin of your non dominant arm 

that releases the hormone progestin to stop 
pregnancy for up to three years. Next, the 
IUD is an intrauterine device. This device 
is a small plastic, white, t-shaped object that 
is placed inside the uterus and releases the 
hormone progestin to stop pregnancy. The 
hormone progestin prevents the ovaries 
from ovulating and thickens the mucus at 
the cervix so sperm cannot enter.  Both of 
these forms do not require after sex care, 
you do not have to remember to do anything 
after they are put into place by your doctor. 
Though they are the most effective forms 
of birth control currently, they can cause 
some unwanted side effects such as acne, 
weight gain, and menstrual changes. The 
two permanent methods are male or female 
sterilization. With these you must use a 
different form of birth control (ie, condoms, 
the pill) for three months after having the 
surgery. The main problem with these is 
that they are not reversible and if you later 
decide you want kids or more kids you most 
likely cannot have them yourself. 

Now if all these seem too long-lasting, 
then let me tell you about some less 

intimidating ones. These have a rate of 
6-12 pregnancies per 100 women per year. 
The most common being the pill. The birth 
control pill, commonly called “the pill”, 
is made up of the hormones estrogen and 
progestin that prevent pregnancy. The most 
obvious benefit of the pill is preventing 
pregnancy but on some types of the pill, 
acne may be reduced. In addition, weight is 
unlikely to be affected, and your menstrual 
cycle may become more regular, lighter or 
even shorter. The main downfall of this kind 
of contraception is that you have to take it 
at the same time everyday and you cannot 
miss a day or it will become uneffective 
and you will have to use a different form 
of birth control for a certain amount of 
time. Another form of birth control is the 
Depo-Provera shot, it is also highly popular 
among women. With this you get a shot 
in your arm or butt every three months. 
Inside of the shot is progestin that last for 
12-14 weeks. The most common side effect 
from long use is that you may not return to 
normal fertility. This means that after using 
the shot for several years it may take you 10 

months or longer to get pregnant. If you are 
looking for a temporary birth control and 
want to get pregnant soon, the shot is not 
recommended. 

Although these next ones have a rate of 
18 or more pregnancies per 100 women per 
year, if used correctly, they are effective. 
Condoms should be used whenever having 
sex. They not only prevent pregnancy but 
also protect from deadly STD’s or STI’s. 
Condoms are most effective in preventing 
pregnancy when you are using one of the 
other methods. Another method that may 
not be so common is avoiding sex on days 
of fertility. However, just avoiding days of 
fertility takes a lot of recording and guessing 
when you are fertile. It may be easier to 
just use a type of birth control. Other not 
very effective forms include the withdraw 
method, spermicide and the sponge. 

In conclusion there are many different 
ways to prevent pregnancy. Let’s take a 
stance and stop unintended pregnancies 
so the rate of abortion is not so high. Take 
responsibility of your actions and your body. 

Cassandra Aleshire

Opinions Editor

needs to be fixed. However, 
I don’t know if anyone in 
Kansas will ever be happy 
with how it will be fixed. 
Schools have already cut 
so much, but now it’s 
getting to the point where it 
really affects kids and their 
opportunities, especially in 
rural schools such as ours.”

Susan Wollesen- “I 
don’t think the block grant 
is an acceptable way to 
fund schools. It does not 
allow flexibility to adapt 
the budget to meet student 
needs and student needs 
fluctuate from year to year, 
sometimes even within 
the year. The student body 
is an ongoing dynamic as 

students move in and out of 
the district even during the 
school year.”

Becky McQueen- “I 
agree with the courts. 
The legislature has not 
adequately funded Kansas 
schools. Anyone who cares 
about the future of this 
community and State should 
be very concerned about the 
battle that has been waged 
against public schools.”

Melodee Larsen- “Schools 
are being underfunded.”

Jolene Wirth- “I feel that 
the Governor is wrong in 
his way of funding schools. 
Gov. Brownback has placed 
a lot of education funding 
on the local government and 

its citizens. He also takes 
money back that he has 
given the districts to use in 
their budgets. How would 
you like to figure out a 
budget, then have someone 
take the money back that 
you counted to fund your 
budget?”

What do you think should 
be done to fix the school 
funding formula?

Andrea Young- “I’m 
afraid it’s going to have to 
be an increase in taxes.”

Susan Wollesen- “A 
return to the former 
weighted formula with some 
adjustments to modernize 
it. Budget expenses differ 
greatly among school 

districts and especially rural 
compared to urban, and 
small to large. The weighted 
formula accounted for these 
differences in expenses. 
I also think retirement 
pensions should be 
completely eliminated from 
the school budget formula 
as this is a State expense 
for the retirees of the State 
which includes retired 
teachers. Our local school 
has no control over those 
retirement investments, over 
the location of the retirees, 
etc. Therefore, that item as a 
budget income and expense 
or “pass through” funding is 
deceiving for patrons of the 
district.”

Becky McQueen- 
“Eliminate the tax loopholes 
and go back to a balanced 
three-pronged tax structure 
that will adequately fund 
vital services.”

Melodee Larsen- “The 
old formula was better than 
the current.”

Jolene Wirth- “Make a 
formula that is as fair as it 
can be and find funding for 
it. A portion of the lottery 
money was to finance 
education when we voted 
for it. How much is going to 
education...none.”

What do our state 
representatives think about 
the current school block 
grant system?

The following are 
responses to questions 
that were sent to our state 
representatives via email in 
mid-March:

Do you believe that 
the current Kansas 
school funding formula is 
sufficient?  

Susan Concannon- “The 
legislature voted to remove 
the formula 2 years ago 
and replace it with a block 
grant system, with the intent 
that it would be a bridge 
to a new formula. The 
block grant was declared 
unconstitutional by the 
Kansas Supreme Court. I 
did think that the old

see FUNDING, pg. 5  
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School 
is almost 
out!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Yay for my last 
summer before my 
last year of high school 
which will be followed 
by my last summer 
before college.

Mrs. Walter is going to 
be principal next year 
and I, as well as most 
of you, am wondering 
what will change and 
what will stay the same. 
#anticipation

The baseball team has 
a much better record 
than they did last year 
*cough cough*  1-18 in 
2016. Way to go boys!

I finally finished my 
English essay, all 9 
pages of it (after turning 
it in and un-submitting 
it three times) and did 
my presentation on the 
essay on May 1, so my 
English class is virtually 
over…...yay for me and 
the rest of the juniors! 

I would like to thank 
the person that came 
up with Early Out™, 
because it is one of my 
favorite things to look 
forward to at the end 
of the year!!!!

My summer tv shows 
are beginning to run 
advertisements and 
I could not be more 
excited for them! :D

I don’t understand all 
the publicity about the 
United Airlines guy 
being dragged off the 
flight. That is basically 
what my mom does 
to me every morning 
trying to wake me up. 

Summer weather 
has barely begun 
but that’s probably 
nothing compared to 
what it will be like in 
the actual summer. 
I can’t wait to be 
expected to be outside 
in the extremely 
hot, intensely windy 
weather!

There were some 
schools in western 
Kansas that didn’t have 
school….because of 
a blizzard….on MAY 
FIRST….maybe we 
should’ve shown them 
a little sympathy and 
taken a day off with 
them.

Mrs. Batchman is 
retiring after 37 years 
:’( on behalf of the 
Leopard Prowl staff, 
we wish you a happy 
retirement!

There is a 99.99% 
chance that the yearbook 
will not be finished 
before the school year is 
over. Hooray that I get 
to come back to school 
just to finish it after you 
all are gone.

I’m going to be a 
senior next year...and 
then I have to figure 
out what I’m going to 
do for THE REST OF 
MY LIFE  :O

State Journalism and 
State Forensics are on 
the same day :( I just 
wish I could go to both 
but alas, I am forced to 
choose.

Well...the bond didn’t 
pass so our schools 
may fall into a state of 
ruin, but hooray that 
we get to save a little 
bit of money on our 
taxes.

Hoorays

Boo-hoos

What is your 
favorite 

memory from 
this school 

year?

Going to the 
trampoline 

park with my 
class for P.E.

Sleeping in 
Wolting’s

Falling asleep 
in class

KMEA Vocal Senior 
Gov’t Class

If you could 
describe this 
school year 

with one 
(appropriate) 
word, what 
would it be?

Fast Fast Fast Memorable Quick

What are you 
most excited 

for this 
summer?

Taking my 
CNA class 

and the Races
No school! Sleeping

Helping 
farmers 
during 
harvest

Vacation

What is your 
favorite 

summer snack 
or treat?

Popsicles Watermelon Watermelon Ice Cream Ice Cream

Do you like 
the indoors or 

outdoors?
Outdoors Outdoors Outdoors

Outdoors 
most of the 

time
Outdoors

Elisabeth
Hopper

Sean
Obermueller

Emma
Corpstein

Stephen
Fenn

Mr.
Wolting

Hall Talk

Sit down and buckle up because I am going to learn you all a thing or two 
about High School and how to survive it. I call this Tanner’s Declassified 
School Survival Guide (hope you get the reference or you’re not old enough 
to read this). 

First off, if you know you’re going to be late to school, make sure you have 
a chill first hour teacher so you aren’t counted tardy everyday. 

Secondly, get involved and make as many memories as you can. If you 
don’t want to do sports, that’s fine get a group of 
friends and go cheer on the teams that are playing. 
If you like being a leader, run for Student Council 
or become a KAY Club member. Do things that 
you’re going to be happy to look back at and think 
about. High School is a great time to learn to do 
things that make you happy and push away the 
things that don’t. 

Next, I would say don’t procrastinate but since 
I know that everyone does (myself included,) get 
really good at it. When I say get good at it, I don’t 
mean you do it for every class, so that makes you 
great at procrastination. I mean get so good at it 
that you don’t let that small amount of time you 

have left to complete an assignment or project stress you out anymore. Get 
really good at doing your best with only a small bit of time allowance. 

Lastly understand the hierarchy that is high school. That doesn’t mean 
bully the freshman and sophomores but know that when you are a freshman 
and sophomore that you should respect the upperclassman...and the teachers. 
If they’re kind people (which they should be but not all are) they will respect 
you right back.  

Don’t take the time you spend here for granted. Live a little and learn a 
lot. Hopefully these aren’t the best four years of your life and you experience 
something greater out there someday but these are the years you have right 
now, so make the most of them.

Tanner O’Bannon
Tanner’s Trends

Advice from a senior
Wow, the school year is finishing up in two days!  That’s crazy!  It seems 

like just yesterday I was putting together our first newspaper of the year.  I’ve 
learned so much since then; and I’ve also enjoyed putting every one of our 
seven issues together (even though there were many times I wanted to pull 
my hair out).

So since this is the last issue of the year, I figured I would use this column 
to ‘thank’ people instead of ‘deliberate:’

Mr. Curtis...thank you for being a great adviser 
and helping me with anything I needed; I couldn’t 
have done it without you.  Also, thank you for 
spending some Sunday evenings at the school 
with me to finish newspapers up.

Mrs. Curtis...thank you for allowing Mr. Curtis 
to spend Sunday evenings at the school to help 
me finish newspapers up; I know there were some 
late nights.

The newspaper staff...thank you for all of your 
hard work throughout the year; you’ve all grown 
as a writer or photo-taker throughout the year. 

LJSHS students...thank you for answering 
questions and letting the newspaper staff take your 

photo whenever needed; without you, we wouldn’t have this newspaper.
Teachers and Staff...thank you for allowing you or your students to be 

pulled out of class for an interview or photo for the newspaper; you are 
awesome.

The community...thank you for reading our newspaper and giving us 
feedback on it; I hope you’ve enjoyed this year’s issues.

Lincoln Sentinel-Republican...thank you for publishing our student 
newspaper in your newspaper; by doing this, you are allowing all LJSHS 
students, teachers and staff, and community members to have access to our 
newspaper.

And finally, my parents and family...thank you for always giving me 
advice on my articles and editing them every once in awhile; your help was 
always appreciated.

I hope that I didn’t miss anyone, but if I did, I ‘thank you’ too.
All of you have been such a great help to me and I can’t wait to start 

working on next school year’s newspaper issues.   

Dylan Babcock
Dylan’s Deliberations

Thank you everyone

Tales from the Inside

formula was sufficient for 
the schools in my district. 
if it were fully funded. 
I would like for a new 
formula to allow more 
flexibility for use of the 

funds by the local school 
boards.”

Troy Waymaster- “I do 
not feel that the current 
Kansas school funding 
formula is sufficient and that 

is one of the reasons why 
I voted against the block 
grant funding bill in 2015.  
The case could have been 
made then that the former 
financing formula may 

needed to have corrections 
made to it, but we should not 
have completely discarded 
the formula that had been 
in place since 1992.  I also 
voted against the block 

grant funding because I felt 
that it was unconstitutional, 
which was substantiated by 
the Kansas Supreme Court.”

Is the Kansas State House 
of see FUNDING, pg. 6 
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Faith Panzer Colin Obermueller Libby Huskey Chantz Vath Mrs. Walter

Senior Junior Sophomore Freshman Faculty
HS Softball - May 4 - 3 p.m.

Ellinwood @ Lincoln
Lincoln Ellinwood Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln

HS Baseball - May 4 - 3 p.m.
Ellinwood @ Lincoln

Lincoln Lincoln Ellinwood Lincoln Lincoln

MLB
FSKC - May 5 @ 7:15 p.m. 

Not TV - May 6 @ 3:15 p.m. 
FSKC - May 7 @ 1:15 p.m.

Cleveland Indians @ 
Kansas City Royals 

(Who will win the three 
game series?)

Kansas City Royals Cleveland Indians Kansas City Royals Kansas City Royals Kansas City Royals

College Baseball
ESPN3 - May 5 @ 6 p.m.
Not TV - May 6 @ 2 p.m. 
Not TV - May 7 @ 1 p.m.

Texas Southern @ 
Kansas

(Who will win the three 
game series?)

Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas

College Baseball
FCS - May 5 @ 6:30 p.m. 
ESPN3 - May 6 @ 2 p.m. 
ESPN3 - May 7 @ 1 p.m.

Oklahoma @ 
Kansas State

(Who will win the three 
game series?)

Kansas State Oklahoma Oklahoma Kansas State Kansas State

Movie of the Year
MTV Movie & TV Awards

Los Angeles, CA 
MTV - May 7 - 7 p.m.

Beauty and the Beast, 
Get Out, 
Logan, 

Rogue One: A Star Wars 
Story, 

or The Edge of 
Seventeen

Beauty and the Beast Rogue One: A Star 
Wars Story

Beauty and the Beast Logan Beauty and the Beast

FINAL RECORD: 20-22 32-10 (WINNING CLASS) 22-20 23-19 23-19
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Leopard Prowl Pick’em Game Competition
- The class (or faculty) with the best record after the last newspaper issue will win a pizza party -

Brianna Wilson - Had the best picking record last issue - “I’d like to thank my class for helping me.”

KSHSAA school classification rules could change 
for private schools

Kansas State High School 
Activities Association (KSHSAA) 
rules and state legislature are 
being challenged by athletic 
directors across the state to change 
school classifications. Leading the 
group for the change is Jeff Hines, 
challenging state statute K.S.A. 
72-130 in senate bill 145 to change 
what he believes gives private 
schools an advantage in athletics. 
Hines believes that by changing 
the statute, it will make a more 
balanced playing field between 
public and private schools.

Jeff Hines is the athletic 
director of Paola High School, in 
Miami county, on the east border 
of Kansas. Hines and Randy 
Heatherly decided to challenge 
the Kansas statute together. Randy 
Heatherly is the principal of Girard 
Middle School, in Crawford 
County, Kansas. 

Over the years, private schools 
have excelled tremendously in 
the current classifications they 
are in. By moving their sports up 
a classification will not only help 
the competition of their original 
classification, it will also help the 
private school improve in that 
chosen sport by moving them up 
to harder competition. 

One example of a dominating 
private school in our area is 
St.John’s Catholic School. 
St.John’s has been a volleyball and 
basketball powerhouse for the last 
couple of years, and show no sign 
of slowing down anytime soon.

If the proposal passes, there 
are two ways they can go at this. 
One is a multiplier rule. This rule 
would tally the enrollment of each 
private school and multiply it 
by a predetermined number. For 
example, a school in Missouri has 
been using the multiplier rule for 
about two decades. All private 
school enrollments are multiplied 
by 1.35 before they are placed in 
their respective classifications. 

At a single gender school, their 
enrollment is multiplied by 1.35, 
then doubled. 

The other way is a modifier rule. 
This rule is a new rule, where a 
private school is moved up based 
on their success. This rule would 
only apply to specific programs, 
rather than the entire school. 

In Oklahoma, a school uses 
this modifier rule. A single sports 
program would enlist in a larger 
classification if it has finished in 
the top eight in three of the four 
past seasons in that sport.  

Lincoln Junior/Senior High 
School Math Teacher Christi 
Walter said, “I don’t think either 
is fair.  Who determines the 

“predetermined” number?  And 
why should they be punished for 
being successful?  Neither option 
I think is fair to the school or its 
activities.  Their success is not 
determined by the quantity of 
students, but the quality and the 
parental support.”

While Hines is fighting for his 
school, private schools are having 
athletic supremacy all across 
Kansas. For example, from 2005 
to 2014, private schools have only 
accounted for 7.6 percent of high 
schools in Kansas, but have won 
31.9 percent of state championship 
events.

Zach Obermueller 
and Carson Walter
Staff Writers

Sports teams prepare for summer activities

“Sometimes you improve the most when 
you play with people better than you,” 
Joe Biggs said after explaining what he 
has planned for summer basketball. This 
was Biggs’ first year coaching the Lincoln 
High School boys’ basketball team and his 
summer plans for them include about ten 
players traveling to McPherson to play in a 
summer league.  The league will be made 
up of other small schools similar to the 
size of Lincoln. In addition, Biggs’ plans 
on about four to six players going to KU 
the first week of June which will be “an 
amazing experience,” Biggs said. “They 
will get to work with some of the best 

coaches in the nation along with getting to 
play in competition against and with other 
athletes.”

Football boys will also be traveling over 
the summer to a football camp at Fort 
Hays State University. Head football coach 
Don Long has arranged for a group of his 
upcoming team to go to Hays on June 11, 
12, and 13. They will scrimmage against 
other teams and get advice from the Fort 
Hays staff. “It will be very valuable tool for 
our team,” Long said.

“It’ll be an experience,” quarterback 
Drew Biggs said.

On Monday nights in June the basketball 
girls will be traveling to Sterling for their 
summer league basketball games. They have 
scheduled practices and will go to Sterling 
and play other schools hoping to get more 

experience. Head coach Steve Crist is in 
charge of this and he has said he will open 
the gym on Thursday nights so they can go 
in and practice.

For sophomore Aubry Donley there is 
summer track. Practices are on Monday and 
Thursday at the beginning of the season and 
towards the end, practices are on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday to get ready for 
Nationals. Freshman Preston Howard 
has also said he is planning on going to a 
running camp in Wichita.

This coming volleyball season there 
will be a new coach on the floor. Debbie 
Beneman is taking over as head high school 
volleyball coach. Starting in June, varsity 
and junior varsity teams will be playing 
in the Salina Summer Volleyball League.  
They will have practices to stay in shape 

and to prepare themselves for summer ball.  
“I want to work on the basic fundamentals 

such as serving, passing and hitting,” 
Brenaman said. “I will be attending a 
coaching clinic with Coach Lyne this month 
and look forward to bringing back new 
drills and skills to help our teams continue 
to improve and have a successful year.  We 
are working to have the junior high and 
high school teams build on the same skills 
and philosophies to make a more cohesive 
program at LJSHS.”

KSHSAA has allowed coaches of all 
sports to work with these athletes and teams 
for the majority of the summer. The coaches 
have said they don’t want to take up their 
players entire summer but they know that 
you can’t get better if you don’t work for it.

Katlin Brummer and 
Michele Steinborn
Staff Writers

Representatives working 
on creating a new school 
finance plan?

Susan Concannon- “The 
Speaker of the House of 
Representatives tasked the 

K-12 Budget Committee 
with working on a new 
school formula at the 
beginning of this session, so 
we have 2 months of work 
before the Gannon decision 

was ever released. I do not 
serve on that committee, but 
speak with those serving 
on it frequently. They have 
had many hearings and are 
currently working at putting 

together proposals for the 
rest of us to share opinions 
on. I stay in contact with 
my district superintendents 
to learn how different 
proposals with effect each 

district.”
Troy Waymaster- 

“Currently, the K-12 
Education Budget 
Committee has been 
working on crafting a new 

finance formula because the 
block grant funding is set to 
expire on June 30, 2017.”

Funding (From Page 5)
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These responses were received from the seniors via a Google Form; they are unedited responses.

What is your greatest 
high school memory 
and why?
Nathan Feldkamp: Puerto Rico; it was a tropical island.
Trenton Hachmeister: The day of homecoming; being 
a candidate and playing in the candidate games was very 
fun.
Tyler Hachmeister: When we played nine-square in 
senior PE.
Tia Hayworth: I’d say going to sports events and just 
hanging out with my friends.
Brittney Heald: My favorite high school memory is 
traveling to Seattle with the journalism. I enjoyed getting 
out of school to attend a conference with students from all 
around the country. I also loved experiencing a new place 
with friends. 
Elisabeth Hopper: Going to the trampoline place with 
my class, because we all had fun.
Bjorn Jonsson: Going to the trampoline park for Senior 
PE.
Tyler Keathley: Going to the Kansas State Fair with 
all of my Journalism fam and writing some great stories 
about funnel cake.
Braden Mahin: All the lunch table conversations, be-
cause they were either hilarious or really interesting.
Laura Marinhagen: Getting a personal record in track, 
because it showed how I am improving.
Tanner O’Bannon: Getting the participation trophy at 
Homecoming because it’s the only time our class won 
anything.
Faith Panzer: My senior year prom because Jedd was the 
best date ever. Love him.
Thomas Rojas: My favorite memory of my high school 
youth might be when I qualified in State Choir and stay-
ing at a luxurious hotel.
August Walter: Winning sub-state basketball game again 
ken-ten gala.
Brittany White: Freshman year during a basketball game 
I hit a 3 pointer to sent it into overtime against Wilson, 
which we ended up winning the game.
Hunter Zier: When we beat Lakeside in basketball in 
overtime!

What will you miss 
the most about high 
school?
Nathan Feldkamp: All the friend I’ve made over the 
years.
Trenton Hachmeister: Being around my friends.
Tyler Hachmeister: Memories with my friends.
Tia Hayworth: My friends and sports.
Brittney Heald: I will miss sports the most. 
Elisabeth Hopper: My friends and the teachers.
Bjorn Jonsson: Hanging out with my friends.
Tyler Keathley: Talking with friends while eating lunch 
everyday. When we all get out into the real world there 
won’t be much time for stuff like this.
Braden Mahin: I’ll miss getting to see all my classmates 
everyday.
Laura Marinhagen: The teachers and the food.
Tanner O’Bannon: Being able to hang out with my 
friends everyday.
Faith Panzer: Wrestling, Dance, and my lunch table.
Thomas Rojas: The fact that everything that transpired in 
my wake will now be a memory.
August Walter: Seeing my friends everyday and spend-
ing time with them.
Brittany White: Playing basketball.
Hunter Zier: Friends.

What will you not miss 
about high school?
Nathan Feldkamp: All of the essays.
Trenton Hachmeister: Calculus. Nothing against Mrs. 
Walter, but I just don’t like it.
Tyler Hachmeister: Classes every day.
Tia Hayworth: Waking up really early to go to wrestling 
meets.
Brittney Heald: I will not miss Monday school lunches.
Elisabeth Hopper: The high school drama.
Bjorn Jonsson: Taking classes I don’t need.
Tyler Keathley: Procrastinating every essay, project, or 
homework assignment.
Braden Mahin: I won’t miss having essays assigned 
every other day.
Laura Marinhagen: The drama.
Tanner O’Bannon: Physics, but that’s not Mr. Crist’s 
fault. I just really don’t like Physics.
Faith Panzer: Waking up early.
Thomas Rojas: All the essays and tests that were gifted 
to me by my lovely teachers.
August Walter: Writing essays or procrastinating proj-
ects to the night before.
Brittany White: Physics class.
Hunter Zier: The classes in general.

What item would you 
will to your peer(s)? 
Who would you will it 
to?
Nathan Feldkamp: Knowledge about dinosaurs to every-
one who doesn’t know.
Trenton Hachmeister: I will the ice in my veins to Colin 
Obermueller for next basketball season.
Tyler Hachmeister: Study guides to the juniors in phys-
ics.
Tia Hayworth: I want to will my extra bloodstones to 
Michele Steinborn for her bloodstone circle.
Brittney Heald: I will my parking spot, that I stole from 
Ashley who willed it to Amanda, to Amanda.
Elisabeth Hopper: I’m not for sure.
Bjorn Jonsson: I will my lack of motivation to Cody, 
even though he doesn’t need it.
Tyler Keathley: My video game talent to Zachary Ober-
mueller.
Braden Mahin: I would will my...I don’t know.
Laura Marinhagen: My computer, I would will my com-
puter to the Winters twins.
Tanner O’Bannon: I will my lack of athletic ability to 
everyone else in the league.
Faith Panzer: My procrastination to Libby Huskey be-
cause she needs to live a little and take it easy more often 
;).
Thomas Rojas: I bestow my relaxed personality to Lainie 
White.... cause she needs it the most.
August Walter: My bench game to Cody, may he become 
a meathead like I. 
Brittany White: My basketball skills to my baby sister 
Lainie Kathleen White.
Hunter Zier: My dedication to just doing your best in 
everything to Travis Stingley.

Senior quote:
Nathan Feldkamp: “A single dream is more powerful 
than a thousand realities.”- J. R. R. Tolkien
Trenton Hachmeister: “You’re my favorite twin.” - 
Everyone
Tyler Hachmeister: “Everyone is wrong.”
Tia Hayworth: “I may legally be an adult, but don’t be 
fooled, I have no idea what I’m doing.”

Brittney Heald: “Crushed it.” - Fat Amy
Elisabeth Hopper: “Today I close the door to the past... 
open the door to the future, take a deep breath and step on 
through to start the next chapter in my life…”
Bjorn Jonsson: “Gersh gurndy morn-dee burn-dee hern 
de shern de herf” - The Swedish Chef
Tyler Keathley: “Don’t give up on your dreams. Keep 
sleeping.”
Braden Mahin: “I am not in this world to live up to your 
expectations and you’re not in this world to live up to 
mine.” - Bruce Lee
Laura Marinhagen: “A lesson without pain is meaning-
less, For you cannot gain something without sacrificing 
something else in return, but once you have overcome 
it and made it you own... you will gain an irreplaceable 
fullmetal heart.” - Edward Elric
Tanner O’Bannon: “Did everyone see that? Because I 
will not be doing it again.” - Captain Jack Sparrow
Faith Panzer: “We need more kindness, more compas-
sion, more joy, more laughter. I definitely want to contrib-
ute to that.” - Ellen DeGeneres
Thomas Rojas: “I have great relationships with the Mex-
ican people.” - Trump
August Walter: “Being swollen is a choice, Being a 
meathead is a way of life.”
Brittany White: “Now is the time for all of us to become 
the people we have always dreamed of being. This is your 
world. You’re here. You matter. The world is waiting.” - 
One Tree Hill
Hunter Zier: “Don’t think about the start of the race. 
Think of the end.”

To which teacher or 
staff member would 
you give a shout-out to 
and why?
Nathan Feldkamp: Vicki Lebien, Jeff Metzler, and Shan-
non Pittman for all of there early mornings and always 
having a smile on there faces.
Trenton Hachmeister: Mr. Feldkamp for calling me a 
stud in the hallways and making me feel good.
Tyler Hachmeister: Mrs. Wirth for saying hi to me ev-
eryday in the hallways.
Tia Hayworth: Sra. Holeman porque la clase es muy 
divertido y Sra. es muy simpático.
Brittney Heald: Shout out to Mr. Rathbun thanks for 
teaching me that water is the universal solvent.
Elisabeth Hopper: Mrs. Wirth, because she has helped 
me get to where I am at today!
Bjorn Jonsson: Mrs. Walter for putting up with our Cal-
culus brawls.
Tyler Keathley: Shout out to Mr. Curtis for always being 
blunt and telling me your honest opinion, and for always 
keeping us on our toes by assigning a new essay everyday.
Braden Mahin: Dalen Rathbun, because he’s always 
been my favorite teacher.
Laura Marinhagen: Mrs. Walter; the reason is because 
she always helped me with my homework by showing me 
a way to understand it.
Tanner O’Bannon: Mr. Wolting because I know that 
he’ll keep annoying my sister everyday for me.
Faith Panzer: Mrs. Walter for her amazing math teaching 
skills. She always answered my questions with questions, 
it’s mind blowing. I think I may have flunked out of high 
school if she hadn’t been my math teacher.
Thomas Rojas: Shout out to Mrs.Hayworth for allowing 
me to finish my Freshman final art project for 4 years.
August Walter: Mr. Wolting, for putting up with me six 
days a week instead of five.
Brittany White: Mr. Crist. He has been a big influence in 
my life.
Hunter Zier: Mr. Wolting; he is my favorite teacher.

Students say what they will miss about the 
Seniors:

Amanda Wollesen: “I will miss the seniors that I eat with every day at lunch and when we went to that little haunted 
forest thing in Solomon.”

Aubry Donley: “Getting to hang out with them.”

Mikayla Breneman: “I’m going to miss how fun and entertaining they were.”

Brianna Wilson: “I will miss them in sports or just in other school activities. They are fun to go against in things such as the 
homecoming bonfire or when we have a pep rally. They don’t care if they lose as long as they are having fun.”

Payton Emmert: “I will miss them in sports because some of them were very helpful and picked our heads up. I will also 
miss having them around the school when we need them.”

Kathryn Detmer: “I will miss talking to some of the seniors from this year.”

Emma Corpstein: “I will miss how funny and supportive they are.”

Sidney Hendrickson: “Not having my best friends Braden and Elisabeth with me all the time.”

Angelina Vazquez: “Some of their team spirit, but it will always be there; and they will always be a part of our team.”
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Nathan 
Feldkamp

Trenton
Hachmeister

Tyler
Hachmeister

Tia
Hayworth

Brittney
Heald

Elisabeth
Hopper

Bjorn
Jonsson

Tyler
Keathley

Braden
Mahin

Laura
Marinhagen

Tanner
O’Bannon

Faith
Panzer

Thomas
Rojas

August
Walter

Brittany
White

Hunter
Zier

Future Plans:
Attend Fort Hays State University 

and major in Geoscience.

Future Plans:
Attend Red Rocks Community 

College, then transfer to Colora-
do School of Mines and major in 

Electrical Engineering.

Future Plans:
Attend Red Rocks Community 

College for Pre-Engineering, then 
transfer to Colorado School of 
Mines and major in Civil Engi-

neering.

Future Plans:
Attend Fort Hays State University 

and major in Pre-Chiropractic.

Future Plans:
Attend Cloud County Community 

College, then transfer to Empo-
ria State University and major in 

Music Therapy.

Future Plans:
Attend The University of Kansas 
to major in Social Work, earning 
a bachelor’s and master’s within 
four years.  Also plan to continue 
dancing at KU and join the Peace 

Corps and/or AmeriCorps. 

Future Plans:
Attend The University of Kansas 

and major in Biology.

Future Plans:
Attend Emporia State University 
and major in Elementary Educa-

tion or Special Education.

Future Plans:
Attend NCK Tech in Hays and 

major in Automotive Technology; 
then move to Colorado and work 

as a mechanic.

Future Plans:
Move to Colorado, major in Jour-
nalism and become an investiga-

tive journalist.

Future Plans:
Attend Kansas State University 
and major in Architectural Engi-

neering.

Future Plans:
Attend Barton County Community 

College and major in nursing.

Future Plans:
Attend Barton County Community 

College; currently undecided on 
major.

Future Plans:
Attend Ottawa University to ma-
jor in Business and to participate 

in their football program.

Future Plans:
Attend The University of Kansas 
and major in Biology.  Also plan 
to continue a career in the Kansas 
Army National Guard by joining 

the Kansas Army ROTC program.

Future Plans:
Attend Pratt Community College 
and major in Wildlife Outfitting 

and Operations.


